NAIT ACADEMIC STAFF ASSOCIATION

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

Meeting Minutes – January 19, 2018
Present:
G. Cutting, R. Duke, P. Hawryz, A.Medvedev, T. Needham, D. Plasse, G. Wilson
Absent: 
B. Scott 
Recorder:
L. Bjorkquist

1. Call to Order: G. Cutting called the meeting to order at 9:34 am. 
2. Approval of the Agenda:  
MOTION COMM-2017/8-07:
Moved by P. Hawryz, seconded by A. Medvedev:
That the Agenda of January 19, 2018 be approved as distributed. Carried
3.
Approval of the Minutes:  
MOTION COMM-2017/8-08:
Moved by T. Needham, seconded by P. Hawryz:

That the Minutes of October 23, 2017 be approved as distributed. Carried
4.
2018-2019 Budget:  It was agreed that there would be no increases to the budget.

MOTION COMM-2017/8-09:
Moved by T. Needham, seconded by P. Hawryz:

That the 2018-2019 Communications Committee budget be forwarded to the Finance Committee. Carried
5.
Intercom Readership Survey:  G. Cutting reviewed the Readership survey results with the committee members. It was agreed that the overall results closely match our statistics or were not unexpected. They confirmed that the articles we currently publish are what the members want to read, and provided good feedback on additional items to include. 
It was agreed that respect in the workplace articles should focus on items such as etiquette in the classroom, office banks and emails. Articles on the different environments in Apprenticeship vs Academic programs would also be beneficial. Respondents indicated they would appreciate more consultation on matters which affect classroom instruction (ie. Scheduling, start/end times). Several of the comments also provided unique perspectives which were appreciated by the committee.
ACTION
· G. Cutting to provide summary of Readership survey for next Intercom.

· G. Cutting follow up with L. Legault regarding an article on the Ironwork Simulation.
· G. Cutting to ask for Instructors to provide feedback/student success stories.

· G. Cutting to explore article on the benefits of some UK education paths with a tie in to NAIT’s Tuition reduction program and applicable tax implications.
· G. Wilson to provide article on how AIT numbers are tied to layoffs in the Trades programs.

· J. Serediak to provide article to clarify Section 19.
· Committee members to forward links to L. Bjorkquist for any articles featuring NASA members’ outside activities similar to the Beekeeping articles.

· Committee members to forward links on related Polytechnic or research items.

· Committee members to suggest program profile questions and forward to G. Cutting.

· Committee members to provide email, classroom and office etiquette tips for upcoming issues.

· L. Bjorkquist to send notice when the newest version of Intercom is available on the website and request that Associate Chairs and/or Chairs print paper copies for their office bank common areas. Paper copies can also be requested from the NASA office.
· L. Bjorkquist to include the “Guide to Retirement” in next Intercom.

· L. Bjorkquist to provide links to other FA newsletters in Intercom. Suggested title of “Peeking over the Fence”.
6.
Public Relations
a.
Share the Warmth: A total of $5545 and 2588 items were collected. G Smith has agreed to remain the spokesperson for the campaign. L. Bjorkquist noted that detailed receipts for all purchases made by G. Smith throughout the year are kept in the NASA office.


A plaque of appreciation was presented to Gordon and Ruby Smith and to representatives from MBS/Economical Insurance. All remaining clothing and personal hygiene items were delivered to the four charities by volunteers from NAIT Distribution prior to the Christmas break.
G. Wilson noted that NASA received a good response to the media alerts for previous delivers via Twitter.

ACTION:
G. Wilson to deliver plaque of appreciated to Amy Vanderveen (Marks Commercial).
L. Bjorkquist to provide a summary of the 2017 Share the Warmth Campaign for the next Intercom.
7.
Closing:

a.
Questions/comments: None.
b.
Future Agenda Items: Intercom, Share the Warmth, Survey
c.
Next Meeting:  February 2018, TBA
9.
Adjournment Time: 10:55 am.
MOTION COMM-2017/8-10: 
 Moved by R. Duke:
 That the meeting adjourn. Carried
____________________________

Gordon Cutting, VP and Chair
Communications Committee
Comm. Minutes – January 19, 2018





