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MESSAGE FROM THE RETURNING OFFICER 
 

Voting will take place between 8:00 am on Monday, May 4 and 4:00 pm on Tuesday, May 5, 

2020.   

The 2020 NASA election will be carried out using (Simply Voting) electronic balloting. Detailed 

instructions on how to access the website will be circulated to the membership one day prior to the 

start of elections and on each subsequent day of the election. Your NAIT ID number is required for 

sign-in. 

The attached Nomination List (page 3) outlines the list of candidates and the numbers to be elected 

for each position. A number of candidates have been acclaimed as only one candidate was 

nominated. This package also contains pictures of the candidates and brief biographies. Candidate 

information will also be connected to the electronic ballot. 

The results of the election will be circulated via email. 
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NOMINATION LIST – 2020 

 

Communications Vice-President 
(two-year term) 

Candidate #1 

 

Gordon Cutting Acclaimed 

 

Membership Services Vice-President 
(two-year term) 

Candidate #1 

Candidate #2 

Melody Dalley 

Shauna MacDonald 

Elect 1 

Executive School Representatives   

JR Shaw School of Business  
(1 - two-year term) 

(representing members in programs under the JR 

Shaw School of Business, and members from the, 

Learning & Teaching Commons Librarians, 

Research) 

(nominee cannot be from Business Administration 

- CMIS) 

Candidate #1 Irene Kirby-Frith Acclaimed 

 

 

 

 

School of Health and Life Sciences  
(1 - two-year term) 

(representing members in programs under the 

School of Health and Life Sciences, and members 

from Student Life) 

(nominee cannot be from Personal Fitness 

Trainer) 

Candidate #1 Carmen Puchyr Acclaimed 

 

 

 

School of Skilled Trades 
(1 - two-year term- Souch Campus) 

 

(1 - two-year term- Any Location) 

 

 

 

 

Candidate #1 

 

Candidate #1 

 

Peter Kamstra  
(Souch Campus) 
 

J. Michael Carrick 
(Any Location) 

 

 

Acclaimed 

 

 

Acclaimed 

 
 

School of Applied Science and 

Technology 
(2 Representatives Required - two-year terms) 

(representing members in programs under the 

School of Applied Science and Technology) 

(nominee cannot be from Electrical Engineering) 

Candidate #1 Paula Hawrysz Acclaimed 

 

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES  

Finance Committee 
(4 Representatives Required; one-year term) 

Candidate #1 

Candidate #2 

J. P. Prévost 

J. Michael Carrick 

Acclaimed 

Acclaimed 

Communications Committee 
(4 Representatives Required; two-year terms) 

 No Nominations Received  

Membership Services Committee 
(4 Representatives Required; two-year terms) 

Candidate #1 Gary Gora Acclaimed 

 

Employee Family Assistance Program  
(1 Representative; two-year terms) 

 No Nominations Received  

Academic Council 
(3 Representatives Required; two-year term) 

Candidate #1 

Candidate #2 

Candidate #3 

Candidate #4 

Candidate #5 

Candidate #6 

Kelly Hobbs Bruzzese  

Jean-Paul Prévost 

Mark Schneider 

Angela Skuba 

Greg von Lipinski 

Dong Ye 

Elect 3 
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BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES OF NOMINEES 

================================================== 

 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES VICE-PRESIDENT – Elect 1 

 

MELODY 

DALLEY 
Melody Dalley has been an Instrumentation Instructor in the Instrumentation Engineering 

Technology/Technician program for 15 years and has been an active member of the Membership 

Services Team for four years.  Melody’s involvement with the team has included attending monthly 

committee meetings during the school term, actively participating in sub committees and speaker 

series projects.  Melody has prepared recognition events, participated on planning committees for 

socials including acting as host, been responsible for discount projects and coordinating conference.  

This included reviewing applicants and overseeing funding requests as well as setting funding 

guidelines. 

Melody’s experience as an instructor at NAIT and her commitment to the Membership Services 

Team has given her the unique knowledge of the inner workings of NAIT, its policies and 

procedures.  She is well positioned to transition into this role and manage it with a high degree of 

organization.  Previously, Melody has worked in the oil and gas industry as an Instrumentation 

Technician.  These positions required a high degree of organization, the ability to be flexible and 

nimble to adjust to changing project needs and urgent time frames.  Her hands-on experience as an 

Electrician in the pulp and paper and oil and gas industries have provided Melody with a fully 

rounded career and knowledge of all areas of industry.  Melody is a capable leader, able to guide 

meetings, she is a confident public speaker and skilled in managing difficult situations. 

Her skills and abilities make her a natural choice for the position of Vice President of Membership 

Services. 

SHAUNA 

MACDONALD 

 

Extensive NAIT Experience  (Instructor, English & Communications) 

Over 15 years, Shauna has taught courses to over 18 different NAIT programs, giving her insight 

into the unique needs and challenges within different areas. She has been a sessional instructor who 

was fortunate enough to become permanent. She has taught daytime, evening, and online courses, 

and understands the demands of each. She has seen - and fought against - harmful restructuring and 

downsizing numerous times, by keeping instructors and students as the focus.  

  

Shauna created the NAIT iPad Community and has been involved in numerous committees, 

including the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) Committee and the Enabling Skills 

Committee.   

  

Dedicated NASA Member  

Shauna is dedicated to serving the NASA membership and has been honoured with these positions in 

the past:  

• Board of Governors Representative (External Relations subcommittee)   

• Academic Council Faculty Representative (Faculty Emeritus and Instructional Excellence 

Awards subcommittees)  

• School of Applied Sciences and Technology Representative  

  

Clear, open communication is something Shauna would like to improve within NASA. She is 

not afraid to speak up for the rights of members, and she would be happy to carry your voice 

forward as Membership Services Vice President.  
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COMMUNICATIONS VICE-PRESIDENT 

GORDON 

CUTTING 

Acclaimed 

 

Gordon Cutting graduated from the University of Alberta in 1997 with a B.Sc. specializing in 

Mathematics and Physics. After teaching briefly at the U of A he began working at NAIT in 1998 

and has been an Instructor at NAIT ever since.  

 

For the last eight years he has been teaching in the Instrumentation Eng.Tech. Program, but before 

that he has taught for HVAC/BEST and the Physics Department. This experience gives him a 

unique outlook on teaching here at NAIT and the challenges faced by the varied and diverse 

programs NAIT delivers, both in the Technologies and Apprenticeships. 

 

Gordon has been a NASA Executive member for the last 12 years, with the last 4 years spent as VP 

Communications.  Through those years we have seen a great deal of change, both positive and 

negative, as NAIT has struggled to meet the challenges set out by government funding fluctuations, 

changing program demand, and the now seemingly constant redesign of our leadership structure. 

Gordon believes oversight on the part of the Staff Association is vital during these changes to 

ensure that staff issues and concerns are addressed and dealt with, especially with the near certain 

pressure we will be under to deliver more content online. He looks forward to the continued 

opportunity to represent his fellow NASA members in the Association.  

 

 

EXECUTIVE SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE – JR Shaw School of Business 

IRENE  

KIRBY-FRITH - 

Acclaimed 

I have been serving the academic faculty of JRSSB as a school rep for the past 2 years and would 

like to continue to do so.  It has taken me a little while to understand the workings of NASA and I 

feel that now I am in a better position to make more of a difference for JRSSB. 

 

I have been a instructor with NAIT since 2004 and with Fairview College for the 9 years prior to 

that.  I feel I understand the issues that come with being an instructor at NAIT.  I have also been a 

Chair in JRSSB for the past 4 years and Associate Chair for 2 years before becoming a Chair.  I 

was also in a chair role for a couple of years with Fairview College and was the interim Director of 

the Northern Region for a few months.  I believe these positions have given me some insight into 

both sides of the unionized workplace.  I am very much pro-union and the benefits and 

responsibilities that go along with that environment. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE – Health and Life Sciences 

 

Carmen Puchyr  

Acclaimed 

 

Hello, my name is Carmen Puchyr and I am a two-time NAIT grad and now have been an instructor 

here at NAIT for almost 8 years in the Diagnostic Medical Sonography program. I also served as a 

school representative with NASA in my first couple of years here. After having spent the last few 

years concentrating on my teaching, I feel I am ready to serve my school as a representative again. 

We are heading into an unprecedented time of challenges and changes here at NAIT and I am 

confident that my previous experience with NASA will help me to best express your concerns to 

the association and to NAIT as well. I believe that strong lines of communication between school 

representatives and NASA members is imperative for representatives to do their best job. It is my 

goal to set up multiple ways for members to communicate with me and express their concerns and 

ideas. I believe our members are often the best people to reach out to for solutions to the challenges 

that NAIT is currently facing and it will be a goal of mine to solicit those suggestions and bring 

them forward. I look forward to serving the association and its members again. 

Thanks, 

Carmen 

 



 

 6 

EXECUTIVE SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE – Skilled Trades 

 

PETER 

KAMSTRA  

Souch Campus - 

Acclaimed 

Peter Kamstra has been a welding instructor at NAIT for 14 years. In that time, he has represented 

School of Skilled Trades on the NASA Executive for the past 6 years. He is also member of the 

Bargaining Committee for NASA, presently in negotiations. Peter believes now more that ever, the 

importance of voicing instructors concerns during these difficult times in the province and at NAIT.  

 

Peter is a family man, married for 29 years with two grown children, and is an active volunteer in 

the community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J. MICHAEL 

CARRICK – 

Any Location - 

Acclaimed 

 

My name is John Michael Carrick.  My family has always called me Michael - I have appeared as J. 

Michael Carrick in all NAIT communications since joining NAIT in 2007.  I work as an Instructor 

in the School of Skilled Trades, Electrical Installations.  

 

During my time at NAIT, I have seen multiple changes in both executive and program leadership.  I 

have also witnessed the transformation of the fundamental structures of NAIT.  

 

Recent changes at NAIT compel me to commit to becoming a more active, and expressive 

participant in our workplace.  

 

Today, I am seeking your support in this endeavour.  I am asking you to elect me as your Executive 

School Representative.   

Earlier life experience I bring to this responsibility includes sitting on the Board of Directors for a 

food co-operative and a housing co-operative.  Additionally, prior to coming to NAIT, I held 

several maintenance and technical services management roles.  I also serve as the Chair of a 

Provincial Technical Committee with Skills Canada Alberta.  

 

I promise to actively listen to your concerns.  I also promise to readily share whatever information I 

can glean in the role of the Executive School Representative.  

Should you have any questions or concerns related to this matter, please ring me at (780) 378-5974, 

or email me at jcarrick@nait.ca.  

 

Regardless of your preferences, please vote in our upcoming election! 
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EXECUTIVE SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE – Applied Science and Technology 
 

PAULA 

HAWRYSZ  
Acclaimed 

Paula has been an instructor in the Chemical Technology Program since 2000.  She has served as 

the NASA school representative for Applied Science and Technology since 2018 along with the 

Communication Committee since 2017.  

Paula has enjoyed representing instructors in the Applied Science and Technology Program and 

would like to continue representing NASA members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
No Nominations Received 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

GARY GORA 
Acclaimed 

From 2007 – 2020, Gary has served as NASA Executive Representative for the School of Business 

as well as for the School of Professional and Continuing Education. He has also served five terms 

on the Membership Services Committee during the last twelve years.  Previous to that, he served as 

Chair of the NASA Professional Development Committee for five years as well as representing 

NASA on various ACIFA planning committees. Gary continues to be actively involved in 

providing a voice for NASA staff members, acting as their advocate and sponsor. 

Gary holds an MBA from Leicester University and a Bachelor of Science degree (Computer 

Science) from the University of Alberta. He is also a certified facilitator of Stephen Covey’s 

leadership training seminar series.  His broad understanding of training and professional 

development issues, combined with his consulting experience in training and development, will 

provide significant strength in serving you as a representative on the Membership Services 

Committee. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 

J. MICHAEL 

CARRICK  

Acclaimed 

 

My name is John Michael Carrick.  My family has always called me Michael – I have appeared as 

J. Michael Carrick in all NAIT communications since joining NAIT in 2007.  I work as an 

Instructor in the School of Skilled Trades, Electrical Installations.  

During my time at NAIT, I have seen multiple changes in both executive and program leadership.  I 

have also witnessed the transformation of the fundamental structures of NAIT.  

Recent changes at NAIT compel me to commit to becoming a more active, and expressive 

participant in our workplace.  

Today, I am seeking your support in this endeavour.  I am asking you to elect me to membership on 

the Finance Committee.   

Earlier life experience I bring to this responsibility includes sitting on the Board of Directors for a 

food co-operative and a housing co-operative.  Additionally, prior to coming to NAIT, I held 

several maintenance and technical services management roles.  I also serve as the Chair of a 

Provincial Technical Committee with Skills Canada Alberta.   

Should you have any questions or concerns related to this matter, please ring me at (780) 378-5974, 

or email me at jcarrick@nait.ca.  

Regardless of your preferences, please vote in our upcoming election! 

 

JEAN PAUL 

PRÉVOST 

Acclaimed 

 

My name is Jean-Paul Prévost.  I am an instructor in the Electrical Engineering Technology 

program, and I have been a NASA member for over 6 years. 

Over the last year, I have served as a member of the NASA Finance Committee.  During this time, I 

have come to understand the financial position of the institution, as well as the financial obligations 

that the institution encounters as it operates.  It has been a privilege and a pleasure to serve NASA 

as a member of the finance committee over the last year.  I am asking for the opportunity to do so 

again during the coming year. 

 

If you have any questions in this regard, please reach out to me at: jeanpaulp@nait.ca or by 

telephone at: 780 491-3186. 
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ACADEMIC COUNCIL– Elect 3 
 

KELLY 

HOBBS 

BRUZZESE 

 

I would like to run for a position on Academic Council at the Northern Alberta Institute of 

Technology (NAIT). As a full time Baking and Pastry Arts instructor at NAIT and with my 

experience as a full time Baking & Pastry Arts and Culinary Arts teacher at Jasper Place High 

School, a Red Seal Journeyman baker, a degree with distinction in Education from the University 

of Alberta and with sixteen years' experience in the food and beverage industry, I believe that I am 

an excellent candidate for Academic Council. Though, a good academic council member isn’t 

solely a compilation of their degrees, tickets and certificates but a combination of credentials and 

life experience. It is with this in mind; I would like to tell you a little of who I am.   

 

I wish that I could tell you that my pastry, teaching and academic careers were the careful 

calculations of an organized high school student. In truth, the path that has taken me towards my 

trade and my career as a teacher and lifelong learner has been about as organized as Walmart on 

Black Friday. Initially, my “postsecondary training” consisted working around the clock hours in 

various kitchens and bakeshops and it consisted of cheap and often indirect plane tickets and 

indecipherable languages. I spent most of my early twenties working and traveling within Europe, 

Asia, Central and South America. What these experiences have imprinted upon myself is an 

unstoppable work ethic, an appetite for empathy, a yearning to learn and I am also now the most 

amazing person at charades. Working with people is often about being humble, and thankfully I 

have many humbling stories from these travels.    In 2005, I began studying at the Southern Alberta 

Institute of Technology (SAIT) where I excelled at both classroom theory and practical application. 

During two years of full-time training, I was awarded four scholarships based on academic standing 

and student mentorship, achieved a GPA of 3.99, and was awarded Class Valedictorian. In 2009 I 

enrolled at the University of Alberta and in 2010 had the opportunity to become the first Edmonton 

Public School Board participant of the CTS Bridge to Teacher Certification Program. In 2012, 

while finishing my undergraduate degree and teaching under a letter of authority, I became an 

Edmonton Public School Board finalist for the Edwin Parr Award. Finally, completing my 

undergraduate degree with a GPA of 3.7 and honours with distinction, I began to pursue graduate 

school and am nearing completion of my master's in education program at the University of 

Alberta.    

   

In 2016, I was honoured to become a continuing education instructor at the Northern Alberta 

Institute of Technology. I was also very fortunate in the last three years to have two children and 

when nine months pregnant with my second child, I was hired in a full-time position as an 

instructor in the new Baking and Pastry Arts Diploma program. In 2018, I was given the incredible 

opportunity to dedicate my passion for pastry and teaching here at NAIT and I re-entered the 

workforce when my daughter (Magdalena) was 3 months old and my son (Agostino) was 20 

months old. Life has been busy! From this, I have learned that even if you are burning the candle 

stick from both ends… heck, even when you throw the candles stick into a roaring fire that you in 

fact started yourself, you CAN make it through. You WILL make it through. Through this, I have 

learned many lessons of patience and persistence.    

 

I think what I am trying to express is that I am so very thankful that throughout my career, I have 

had the support of so many which has afforded me the opportunity to continue my studies and 

continue my career while life was also happening. Often, as a woman, you must choose between 

motherhood and being a student or a career. Often, space is not created for you to be both a mother 

and a student, let alone have a career as well. At NAIT, people have created this space for women, 

and I am thankful.   Throughout this journey, I have developed a deep interest in the connections 

between my initial vocational education at SAIT, my academic studies and the delicate intricacies 

of life. I am hopeful that my experiences might lend a unique and open perspective on education.     

   

Thank you for considering my nomination. I truly appreciate this opportunity and am excited to 

learn!       

Sincerely,      

Kelly Marie Hobbs Bruzzese   
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JEAN-PAUL 

PRÉVOST 

 

 

My name is Jean-Paul Prévost.  I am an instructor in the Electrical Engineering Technology 

program, and I have been a NASA member for over 6 years. 

 

During my years at NAIT, I have had the good fortune of getting to know many NASA members 

who teach in a broad number of technical areas.  Among colleagues that I cherish, I count 

instructors from all four NAIT Schools.  Thanks to the collegial exchanges that I regularly have 

with these colleagues, I understand that instructors in the different Schools experience life at NAIT 

differently and have different needs and concerns vis-à-vis academic matters at our institution. 

 

During the last few years, I have also had the opportunity to support my Chair in my program’s 

curriculum review and accreditation processes.  In doing so, I gained significant insight into the 

policies and processes that govern academic matters at NAIT. 

It is important that the interests and concerns of NASA members be clearly voiced at Academic 

Council, as this Council can make recommendations to the NAIT Board of Governors about 

academic matters.   

 

Given my understanding of academic policy at NAIT, as well as my appreciation of the diversity of 

NAIT’s academic programs, I am confident that I could be an effective voice for NASA members 

on Academic Council.  Please give me the opportunity to serve NASA in this way. 

 

If you have any questions in this regard, please reach out to me at: jeanpaulp@nait.ca  

or by telephone at: 780 491-3186. 

 

 

MARK 

SCHNEIDER 

 

Committed to providing and improving the education of students, Mark joined NAIT in 2013 as an 

instructor with Mathematics.  For the past three years Mark has proudly worked with colleagues 

from across the entire NAIT community as he transitioned to a role with Educational Technology. 

 

Mark has been able to gain insight into many different program areas and holds a high regard for 

the need to appreciate and understand some of the unique challenges and best practices set forth by 

all of these areas.  A passion for teaching, learning and collaboration are three components that 

stitch our community together.  It is these same three components that Mark wants to bring with 

him as he seeks to represent faculty on Academic Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANGELA 

SKUBA 

 

Angela has 15 years of experience in post-secondary working as an Instructor, Chair, Coordinator, 

and Curriculum and Instruction Specialist. 
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GREG VON 

LIPINSKI 

 

 

I started with NAIT in 2003 in the Electrician program as an instructor. I spent several years as 

Assistant Program Head (later Associate Chair) with the Power System Electrician (PSE) and 

Powerline Technician (PLT) programs, and then 6 years as Chair of the Electrical Engineering 

Technology (ELT), PSE and PLT programs. After completing my terms, I returned to instructing 

full time (hands down, the best job in the institute) – this time just in the ELT program. Working 

and leading in both the trades and technology areas has given me a useful view on staff, student and 

institution issues and concerns. Having a broad variety of technical qualifications (2 trade tickets - 

Electrician and Power System Electrician, a diploma in Electrical Engineering Technology, and a 

Masters degree (Ma) in Learning and Technology) has also served to give me a broad perspective 

on academic issues and how they affect both the learners, and the instructional staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONG YE My name is Dong Ye and I would like to serve you on Academic Council.  

I have been in NAIT for ten years serving roles from learning technology specialist to CMIS 

(Management Information System) instructor.  

As an award-winning teacher (Innovation in Teaching Award 2017, ACIFA SOTL Award 2017, 

Instructional Excellence Award 2016), I have facilitated learning in a broad range of contexts, 

including face-to-face, blended, and fully online programs. As an experienced curriculum 

developer, I have been involved at many levels in curriculum design projects, including 

conceptualization, planning, project management, and learner feedback analysis.  

The cross-department experience over the last decade have indeed broaden my understanding of the 

ever-changing roles of an instructor at NAIT. 

We are now witnessing the unsettling development of COVID19. And we will possibly experience 

the more profound impact on the economy in months or years to come. This is a time full of 

challenges and uncertainty.  This is also a time we need a strong faculty participation in the 

institute’s governance. I always trust that a strong faculty role helps the administrators to do their 

jobs, and therefore to achieve our shared goals. I would like to represent you at the academic 

council. And I would like to bring your voices to the academic council.  

 

EMPLOYEE FAMILY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

No Nominations Received 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 


